Putnam County Library
Board of Trustees Minutes
January 13, 2026

Board of Trustees members in attendance: Diane Duncan, Pat Phillips, Cindy Putman,
and Daniel Rader IV

Putnam County Library staff in attendance: Brian Page, Carol Teeters, Spencer Traut,
and Kathryn Wisinger

Falling Water Regional Library staff in attendance: Matthew Kirby
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Call to Order: Danny Rader presided at this meeting in the absence of the Board
Chair and Board Vice Chair. The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. Diane
Duncan was welcomed as a new member of the Board of Trustees.

Approval of Minutes: Pat Phillips moved to approve the minutes of the November

meeting, seconded by Cindy Putman and approved unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report was emailed to all Board members prior

to the meeting for review. There being no questions or corrections to the report

Cindy Putman moved to approve them as presented, seconded by Diane Duncan and

approved unanimously.

Public Comment: Before opening public comments, Danny Rader reminded those

assembled that they were to announce their name and that each would have 3

minutes to speak. The following individuals were recognized: Pam Copenhaver,

Bobby Quintana, Howard Stephenson, and Kelly Parkison.

Old Business: None

New Business:

A. State Book Audit: In response to a request from the State of Tennessee, a
comprehensive audit of the Juvenile Collection was conducted to ensure that no
state or federal funds were used to purchase materials that promote gender
ideology as defined by Presidential Executive Order. Guidance was sought and
received from State Librarian & Archivist James Ritter. All juvenile materials
reviewed were found to be fully compliant with state and federal laws. All
original placement decisions continue to rely on the Library of Congress
standards/MARC records, consistent with the practices of the Tennessee State
Library & Archives. Pat Phillips moved to send a letter to the Secretary of State
confirming that the Putnam County Library is compliant with the Presidential
Executive Order, seconded by Cindy Putman and approved unanimously.

B. Collection Development Policy: A copy of the Collection Development Policy
with suggested edits was emailed to all Board members prior to the meeting for
review. Language for several of the changes was adopted directly from the
Library Services Agreement which is a contract that public libraries enter into
each year with the State of Tennessee. Language was also adopted from the
Library of Congress as MARC records are obtained from this source and provide
for standardized records across the state. Discussion ensued. Danny Rader
requested the removal of the following sentence: “The Putnam County Library
Board endorses the American Library Association’s Library Bill of Rights, The
Freedom to Read, and The Freedom to View as policy.” Cindy Putman moved to
accept the Collection Development Policy as edited and with additional changes
requested by the Board, seconded by Pat Phillips, and approved unanimously.
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Restricted Library Card: A proposed new policy establishing an optional
Restricted Youth Library Card was emailed to all Board members prior to the
meeting for review. This policy would provide an additional safeguard for
parents. This would be a voluntary option at the parent’s discretion for children
under the age of 16, and would restrict those children to only checking out
materials from the children’s department (downstairs) of the library in
Cookeville. Patrons with a restricted card would not be able to check out young
adult or adult books. This card would only be issued at parent request and is not
the default. Discussion ensued. Pat Phillips moved to accept this policy on a trial
basis with a review to occur in 6 months, seconded by Danny Rader and approved
unanimously.

Review of Bylaws: A copy of the Board Bylaws was emailed to all Board members
prior to the meeting for review. Regional Director Matthew Kirby clarified that a
Board member having served two terms would be eligible to serve again after
rotating off of the Board for one term/three years. He further stated that filling
an unexpired term does not count towards a full term. Danny Rader requested
that Article 7 be changed to state, “An affirmative vote of the majority of the
Board is required to take action.” This would provide consistency with the
Cookeville City Council. Matthew Kirby referred to Article 3, Sections and stated
that the Sunshine Law does not provide exceptions for telephone or virtual
meetings. Danny Rader concurred and stated that language could be added to
state, “In the event of an emergency the Board Chair may take action and report
that to the Board at the following meeting.” Danny Rader further suggested
adding a provision stating that there will be a public comment portion to each
Board meeting lasting no more than 30 minutes unless the Board votes to extend
the time. Pat Phillips moved to accept the Bylaws with revisions, seconded by
Cindy Putman, and approved unanimously.

Board Appointments: A copy of the position description for Library Board of
Trustee members and Nomination and Appointment Policy was emailed to all
Board members prior to the meeting for review. Due to the renewed interest in
serving on the Library Board of Trustees the position description and nomination
and appointment policy was created. Danny Rader requested the following
additions: (1) A Board member who has served one term and is willing to serve a
second term that member should not be displaced. (2) Sufficient nomination
deadlines shall be stated in the public notices and the Board shall be able to
extend the deadline if qualified applications are not received. and (3) In the event
there are no submissions the Library Board shall be able to nominate. Cindy
Putman moved to accept the position description and Nomination and
Appointment Policy with changes, seconded by Pat Phillips and approved
unanimously.

Internet Safety Policy: All Board members received a copy of this policy for
review. No action was taken.

PCLS Director and Branch Reports: Director Kathryn Wisinger reported that the
Board acted on what the library staff has been working on for the past 5-6 months
during New Business. She also reported that she is currently working on budgets for
the county and 4 municipalities, and that planning for the 2026 Summer Reading
Program will begin in February.



VIII. Falling Water Regional Library Report: Matthew Kirby reported that the compliance
letter will be filed with the state upon its receipt. Supplies for the Summer Reading
Program will also be provided to libraries from the State Library and Archives.

IX. Friends of the Putnam County: No report.

X. Adjournment: Pat Phillips moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Danny Rader.
The meeting adjourned at 5:43 p.m.



